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Community Sunday 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Vancouver 

June 8, 2025 

 

Reflection on the Theme – Kelly Kanyid 

Growing up my family moved around a lot. By the time I graduated high school we had lived in 10 
different towns and cities across the United States. Because of this we missed out on developing a 
community outside our household, though we developed a strong family unit that centered on my 
mom.  She was the stabilizing force we revolved around - the nucleus of our family. Our motto was, 
“bloom where you’re planted.”  And we did bloom, over and over in each new town. We learned to 
adapt with each transplantation, but our roots never grew much further than our own household.  

When my mom died at 42, my family fell apart. A bloom with shallow roots is easily knocked down by 
the wind, after all.  

For the first time ever, I felt completely isolated. I was floating untethered, unplanted, and so 
desperately alone. It was really difficult to go on for a really long time. 

I did go on though, and of the many things I did in the many years that followed the most important was 
that I became a mom. And like all parents, I wanted my daughter to have what I had missed - the love 
and stability of a community. Having known the dark side of blooming where one is planted, I wanted to 
plant my baby in one place, to nurture her roots so that they could grow strong and wide in a 
community.   

Two years ago today our family attended our first ever UUCV service in this very sanctuary, and were 
witness to a bridging ceremony and an ingathering where new members were being welcomed by the 
congregation. My husband and I were both moved to tears by that service; we had come looking for a 
place for our daughter to grow her list of friends and elders who could keep her tethered to the Earth, 
but realized at that moment that we needed it just as much as she did. In UUCV we found a home, a 
patch of ground to plant ourselves as well as our family, and we continue to grow our roots here with 
each service, each opportunity to volunteer, and each connection we make with congregants and 
visitors. This community has provided fertile ground for all three of us to grow strong roots.  

 

Be ours a religion... by Theodore Parker 

 

Divine Living© by Rev. Kathryn A. Bert 

Theodore Parker wrote those words Thomas Benjamin put to music.  Parker was a Unitarian, 
transcendentalist, and abolitionist in the 19th century.  He served our congregation in West Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, a congregation that remained loyal to him even after he broke with orthodox theology 
and preached his famous sermon, the Transient and Permanent in Christianity, which argued against the 
traditions of historic Christianity. 

Be ours a religion which like sunshine goes everywhere.  The transcendentalists opened our faith up 
beyond Christianity to include, well, all space, the good heart, all truth, works of love and divine 
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living.  The “divine living” part didn’t make it into the song, but Parker said our profession of faith is 
divine living.  I really like that:  our profession of faith is divine living.  That is, we embody our faith in the 
lives we lead.  We live and breathe our values.  You can feel that in the lives described by Penny, the 
new members we welcomed this morning. 

Transcendentalists, like Parker, were more than writers, artists, preachers, and philosophers; they were 
activists.  Parker’s cause was the abolition of slavery.  If Parker were alive today, I imagine he would be 
celebrating Juneteenth in Esther Short Park on Saturday next. 

This congregation holds its annual meeting today after worship. The national Unitarian Universalist 
Association is holding their meeting/our meeting beginning June 18-22.  It takes place in Baltimore, but 
you can also attend online from Vancouver.  The UU Minister’s Association - that’s my professional 
organization - have been holding our business meetings this last week online.  In one of those meetings, 
we explored risk and safety in this political environment.  Because of some of those risks, I’m going to be 
a little more vague that I’d like.  I learned that there is no doubt we Unitarian Universalists are on the 
radar of the far right.  After all, the UUA has signed on to lawsuits against the administration, such as the 
one to halt immigration arrests in houses of worship.  But also, our values are in stark contrast with an 
administration that has banned Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion - while we include diversity and equity 
among the values that describe our faith.  We value human life and liberation, including for those 
people being targeted as scapegoats for a politically fueled resentment and hatred. 

The greatest risk to churches could be the loss of non-profit status, but only one church - the Church of 
Scientology - has ever lost that status in the U.S., and it was restored later.  Whereas we have always 
been proponents of the separation of church and state, the recent trend of the courts is increasing 
deference to religions, like the Hobby Lobby case before the Supreme Court which allowed them to 
deny contraceptive health care to their employees on religious grounds.  Though we don’t support 
religions being allowed to violate civil rights, it may be that in this hostile environment, our 
constitutional protection as a religion may be to our advantage and something we could decide to lean 
into.    

All this is to say that we are safest in our activism, safest in our opposition to this administration, safest 
in our work for collective liberation, when we recognize and claim our religion as central to those 
acts.  It is and always has been, from Jesus to King John Sigismund, to Michael Servetus to Theodore 
Parker and Margaret Fuller, our religion has been central to our actions – our profession of faith is divine 
living.  That is, we embody our faith in the lives we lead.  We live and breathe our values.  

June 14, as you probably know, is Flag Day, and the 250th anniversary of the army, and Trump's 79th 
birthday, and he has planned a parade in DC… but we have other plans.  Locally, the Juneteenth 
celebration will take place on Saturday the 14th in Esther Short Park.  That same Saturday is the 4th 
annual Pride Block Party, hosted Queer Community Network (QCN) at the Dandelion Teahouse & 
Apothecary.  And there are at least a couple No Kings Protests in the area - one at Gretchen Fraser 
Neighborhood Park SE 155th Ave., and another along the Vancouver Waterfront.  Not to mention all 
that is happening in Portland.  I know not all of you live on this side of the river. 

At 10am begins the Juneteenth Celebration and Gretchen Fraser No Kings event.  The Waterfront event 
begins at 11am, and the Pride Block Party not until noon.  You’ve got time to attend all of them, or 
choose one of them, but do it as a person of faith.  Wear any UU symbols you own.  Wear your standing 
on the side of love t-shirts if you have them.   Let’s go as a group and carry our banners proudly.  I’ll 
wear my stole.  I invite other clergy in this congregation to wear theirs, or a clerical collar, if you own 
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one.  Make it known we are people of faith, and that as people of faith we support democracy, not 
totalitarianism.  We support liberation.  

The No Kings events are to oppose tens of millions of our taxpayer dollars funding this parade in DC 
while stealing from us and stripping away our rights, our freedoms and the programs our families 
depend upon.  We have a commitment to nonviolent action as a core principle and value.  All 
participants are expected to de-escalate any potential confrontation with those who disagree with our 
values and to act lawfully at these events. Weapons of any kind, even those legally permitted, should 
not be brought to events. 

To get ready for these events, there are some online trainings I want to make you aware of.  Today at 
1pm there is a Safety and Deescalation Training with critical insights and practical tips on safeguarding 
your participants, effectively managing potential risks, preparing for various scenarios, and ensuring a 
secure and safe day of mass mobilization. 

Tuesday, at 4pm there is a Know Your Rights Training: Join fellow activists to learn about your rights 
during a nonviolent protest from No Kings partner: the ACLU. Whether you’re marching, rallying, or 
supporting from the sidelines, you’ll learn how to protect yourself, your community, and stand up for 
your rights. We’ll make sure you know your rights during protests and law enforcement encounters and 
are prepared to take action safely, powerfully, and together.  

And Wednesday at 5pm is a Marshals Training:  Crowd management and incident response are key 
parts of a successful event. Join the organizers of No Kings as we equip you with what you need to know 
to successfully marshal on the day of your events. 

I’ve reserved the Michael Servetus library – the library in this building, for Know Your Rights Training and 
the Marshals Training, that is Tuesday 4pm and Wednesday at 5pm, for those of you who would like to 
join me for those online trainings.  I thought we could also make signs together, for those who are 
interested.   

I got our banners out that we can take to the demonstrations, parties and celebrations.  We can decide 
on Tuesday and Wednesday which banners go where, and we can create some new signs.  This one is 
the banner that goes to General Assembly, although this year the opening ceremony is virtual only, so it 
is a photo of this banner that goes to General Assembly in Baltimore.  And because leaning into our 
religion, leaning into our values, makes practical and political sense in this environment, I thought we 
might take a moment to bless these banners and signs…  If you’re so moved, I invite you to come hold 
these banners and signs, touch them and hold them high for others to see.  You’re welcome also to stay 
where you are to witness. 

We bless this banner, and each other, with courage. There are many who seek to silence those who 
would speak out on behalf of our religious values. There are parts of our own hearts that fear speaking 
out. May we be brave enough to speak and act in spite of our fears. 

We bless this banner and these signs and each other, with persistence. This is a long, hard road we 
embark on today. May we find the endurance we need for the long-haul journey of justice. 

We bless this banner, and each other, with solidarity. This is not a time to go it alone. We need one 
another to do this work. We need our partners in the community. May we be guided by our belief in the 
interconnectedness of our liberation. 
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We bless this banner, and each other, with love. 

For those who will rally and party and protest on Saturday, you carry our love.  For those of you who will 
stay home or take care of other business of your lives, you also carry our love.  For the new members we 
welcomed today, you have our love.  For our bridgers, you carry our love with you. 

May you be blessed and be a blessing to the world. 

 


